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last M. Niepce sent a communication on the same subject. Neither of 
these gentlemen were, however, able 1o fix their images, and it was ac- 
cordingly necessary to keep them in the dark, but, in the Comptes Rendus 
for 21st July last, we find the following announcement:-- 

"M. Letillois announces that he has discovered a colorless liquid by 
means of which he can fix in a durable manner, upon white paper, all the 
colors of  theprism. (The italics are tim reporter's.) Two specimens of 
paper thus prepared accompany the note, and present, in truth, colors 
which, at certain incidences of the light, are very bright and very pure. 

"M. Letillois thought that he could obtain the approbation of the 
Academy for this discovery, by communicating to one member, whom 
he designates, his process, which he might in other respects keep secre*. 
The usages of the Academy do not permit them to accede to a request 
made under these conditions." 

It is evident that if Mr. Hill desires to have any credit for his invention, 
he must publish it promptly, as it is probable that the next numbers of 
the Academy's proceedings will give us M. Letillois' process. F. 
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Oscillating Engines for .Marine Steamers. 
Since the introduction of oscillating engines in the steamers Golden 

Gate and Illinois, at New York, our friends in that city are disposed to 
claim the originality of their introduction in this country. They forget 
that the steamer Republic, built by Murry & Hazelhurst, in 1849, had a 
pair of engines of that kind, with cylinders 54 inches diameter, and 6 feet 
stroke; and that since that time, they have put a pair in the Monumental 
City, diameter of cylinder 44 inches, and 3 feet stroke. T . J .  Sutton & 
Co., of this city, have also built two pair; one for the steamer Col. Fre- 
mont, now in the Pacific, and the other in the Albatross, running between 
this port and Charleston. All of these have been built and put in opera- 
tion before those of the Golden Gate and Illinois. 
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Steamers Building in Philadelphia, .3ugust 1st, 1851. 

At the works of Merrick & Son, Engineer% Southwark, steamer Corwin, 
belonging to the U. S. Coast Survey. Hull by Vaughan & Lynn, of Ken- 
sington. 

Length, 125 ft. 
Depth of Hold, 10 " 
Breadth of Beam, 24 " 
Average draft of Water, 7 " 

One Steeple Engine. 
Diameter of Cylinder, 4 ft. 2 in. 
Length of Stroke, 4 
Diameter of Paddle Wimels, 17 6 
Length of Paddies, 5 6 
Depth of '~ . . 1 8 

• Two Vertical Tubular Boilers, 4 feet 10 inches wide, 16 feet 2 inches 
long, 8 feet 3 inches high; draft natural; fuel, bituminous coal. 

This vessel is built expressly for the Coast Survey service and has 


